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 Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Order of Worship 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 25, 2021 

 
God’s Promises 

 

Welcome to all who gather to worship the Lord this day! Welcome! This 
morning [evening] may Christ “dwell in your hearts through faith,” and may you “grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ” (Ephesians 3:17-18, NIV). 
 

Please sign your name in the Attendance pad at the end of the pew. If you are a guest, 
please take one of the visitor bags at the Welcome Center counter at the front entrance.  
 

As We Gather 
The hymn insists, “God Himself is present” and “God is in His temple” (LSB 
907). This hymn reminds us of the prophet Isaiah’s amazing vision of God in 
the temple when he heard the eternal song of the angels, “Holy, holy, holy,” 
causing the prophet to cringe, bow, and kneel at the awesome and fearful pres-
ence of God. Today, we bring ourselves with our own fears and hear how Jesus’ 
disciples witnessed their Lord’s real presence amid their strains and pains in a 
boat struggling against the wind. So today for you God is present with healing, 
forgiveness, and life not in the imagination but in the objective truth of His in-

spired Word, by your Baptism, and in the taste and touch of His body and blood given and 
shed for you. You cannot get any more real than that. “Let us now adore Him And with 
awe appear before Him.” 
 

Welcome 
 

Memory Verse of the Month: “Because of the LORD’s great love we are not con-
sumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithful-
ness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) 
 

Opening Hymn: “God Himself Is Present” # 907  
 
Invocation  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Psalm of the Day Psalm 136:1–9, 26 
 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
  
2 Give thanks to the God of gods, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
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3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
4 to him who alone does great wonders, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
5 to him who by understanding made the heavens, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
6 to him who spread out the earth above the waters, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
7 to him who made the great lights, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
8 the sun to rule over the day, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
9 the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
  
26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: Since the beginning of time, God has revealed His will to seek and to save that 

which was lost. No matter how often we have entered the gates of God’s place, wheth-
er often or rarely, because of sin, we are all lost, on our own, and helpless. Let us 
therefore approach God in humility to receive His forgiveness. 

People: O God, I believe in You; O Lord, I trust Your promise to save me. Forgive 
me for my sins in thought, word, and deed. Come to me, though I am not worthy. 
Come to me with Your promise, with Your touch of forgiveness, healing, help, 
and life. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 

Pastor: God has come to you in grace and mercy and has forgiven all your sins. May the 
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
 
Prayer for the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You, strengthen 
our faith and give us courage to believe that in Your love You will rescue us from all 
adversities; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise: “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” #717 
  
Old Testament: 1 Kings 19:9-14 (God passes by Elijah in a cave) 
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: Ephesians 3:14–21 (Prayer for spiritual strength) 
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel: Mark 6:45–56 (Jesus walks on water.)   

 Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
 People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 (The Gospel is read.) 
 

 Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day: “Be Still, My Soul” #752  
 

Sermon: “He’s in the Boat” by Vicar Colby Howell 
 

Apostles’ Creed   
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people accord-

ing to their needs. 
 Eternal Father, O God our Creator and Redeemer, we thank You that You have 
drawn us to Yourself by the power of Your Word and our Savior Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. For Your promises of life and salvation, we give You praise and adoration as 
our God and Lord. Keep us in steady faith in You, guide our steps in the ways of Your 
life-giving Word, and make us to be ever more Your people of hope, love, and life. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Lord Jesus, as You strengthened Your early apostles by Your very presence, so 
give strength and courage to church workers who continue in Your service to this day. 
Guard and protect them from the assaults of the devil and bless their service in Your 
Word and Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, give Your blessing and guidance to all in authority and the service 
of government in our land and throughout the world. Cause them to pursue righteous-
ness and justice in all their dealings that we may live in prosperity and peace. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Give healing and comfort, O Lord, to all who are in trouble, danger, or illness, 
especially . . . . Sustain their courage and faith in Your mighty care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mer-
cy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Closing Hymn: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” #809    
 
Offering: “Coins for Christ” is an important part of the Mission funding at Pilgrim.  
Through this program all loose coins in the offering plate are donated to a mission pro-
ject. During July, “Coins for Christ” is supporting Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW). 
                                                            

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member 
of Pilgrim Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it 
along.  Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 



1 Kings 19:9-14 
9 There he came to a cave and lodged in it. 
And behold, the word of the Lord came to 
him, and he said to him, “What are you do-
ing here, Elijah?” 10 He said, “I have been 
very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. 
For the people of Israel have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword, and 
I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, 
to take it away.” 11 And he said, “Go out 
and stand on the mount before the Lord.” 
And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great 
and strong wind tore the mountains and 
broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, 
but the Lord was not in the wind. And after 
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was 
not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earth-
quake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire. And after the fire the sound of a low 
whisper. 13 And when Elijah heard it, he 
wrapped his face in his cloak and went out 
and stood at the entrance of the cave. And 
behold, there came a voice to him and said, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He 
said, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, 
the God of hosts. For the people of Israel 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they 
seek my life, to take it away.” 
  
Ephesians 3:14-21 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, 16 that according to 
the riches of his glory he may grant you to 
be strengthened with power through his Spir-
it in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may 
have strength to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, 19 and to know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
20 Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power at work within us, 21 to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Je-
sus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Mark 6:45-56 
45 Immediately he made his disciples get into 
the boat and go before him to the other side, 
to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 
46 And after he had taken leave of them, he 
went up on the mountain to pray. 47 And 
when evening came, the boat was out on the 
sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he 
saw that they were making headway painful-
ly, for the wind was against them. And about 
the fourth watch of the night he came to 
them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass 
by them, 49 but when they saw him walking 
on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and 
cried out, 50 for they all saw him and were 
terrified. But immediately he spoke to them 
and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be 
afraid.” 51 And he got into the boat with 
them, and the wind ceased. And they were 
utterly astounded, 52 for they did not under-
stand about the loaves, but their hearts were 
hardened. 
53 When they had crossed over, they came to 
land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 
54 And when they got out of the boat, the 
people immediately recognized him 55 and 
ran about the whole region and began to 
bring the sick people on their beds to wher-
ever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he 
came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they 
laid the sick in the marketplaces and im-
plored him that they might touch even the 
fringe of his garment. And as many as 
touched it were made well. 
 


